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Communications. 


UNUNITED FRACTURE OF THIGH— 
OPERATION—SUBSEQUENT AMPU- 
TATION—RECOVERY. 

Reportep sy Dr. W. F. Peck, 
Of Davenport, Iowa, 
To the Iowa State Medical Society. 

John Henry First, aged 50, by birth a Ger- 
man; occupation, miller. In 1867, Nov. 29, 
while engaged in his ordinary employment, an 
accident happened to the engine, which re- 
sulted in throwing the running stone from its 
position, breaking it into a number of frag- 
ments, one of which produced a comminuted 
fracture of his right leg, about three inches 
above the ankle-joint. At the same time he 
received an oblique fracture of the left femur, 
at the commencement of the middle with the 
upper third. He immediately received atten- 
tion, the leg being placed in a fracture box, 
and subsequently treated with splints. The 
femur was treated with extension and counter- 
extension. For the counter-extension a band 
was passed around the upper third of the 
femur and fastened to the bed post. Thirty- 
one weeks after the accident he came to Da- 
venport, when, upon examination, it was found 
’ that he was suffering from an ununited frac- 
ture of the femur. An operation, for uniting 
the divided extremities of bone, was advised 
by Drs. Maxwell and Peck. And accordingly 
on June 5th, 1868, with the assistance of the 
following gentlemen—Drs. Maxwell, Funsen, 
Meerbourg, Hosford, of Davenport, and Drs. 
Plummer and Truesdale, of Rock Island, IIl., 
I proceeded to operate by making an incision 
on the outer side of the thigh, extending from 
the trochanter major down to the upper border 
of the external condyle. Having exposed the 
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bone it was with considerable difficulty that 
the ends of bone could be brought into con- 
tact, owing to the “semi-organized effusion” 
which surrounded the seat of “ non-union.” 
The upper fragment passed on the outside and 
over-lapped the lower bone. A chain saw 
could not be passed around, but after much 
labor with a trephining elevator, a separation 
was effected, and the ends brought out and re- 
moved, creating a new oblique fracture, not 
unlike the original. A hole was drilled through 
from above downward, through which a piece 
of annealed wire was passed and the bones 
secured in close proximity. The external 
wound was closed with sutures, twelve in num- 
ber, and the entire limb placed in a sole-leather 
apparatus made for the case. It extended- 
from the sole of the foot—which it included— 
up to the crest of the ilium; a piece large 
enough to expose the wound being removed 
and the whole brought together on the front 
part of the limb with straps. The case pro- 
gressed well with the exception of some excor- 
iation at the heel, and some swelling in the 
vicinity of the knee-joint, both of which passed 
away, and on September 19th, 1868, he was 
discharged from treatment with perfect union, 
and returned to his home near Muscatine, 
Iowa. 

I received a letter from him January 5th, 
1869, telling me that he had some difficulty 
with his aukle and knee. I requested him to 
come to Davenport, which he did, when I found 
that in November he had received a fall and 
injured his ankle and knee, for which he re- 
ceived surgical treatment in Muscatine. The 
injury resulted in synovitis of both knee and 
ankle joints, so that when he came to me he 
had anchylosis of both ankle and knee. I ad- 
vised an amputation of the thigh as the only 
resort. A consultation with several other sur-¢ 
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geons also recommended amputation, which 
was performed at the lower third, January 19, 
1869. The bone at the point of the amputa- 
tion showed abundant evidence of osteo myo- 
litis, which extended into the bone not re- 
moved. The patella was firmly adherent to the 
femur by the strongest kind of fibrous bands. 
So strong were they that it was scarcely evi- 
dent that even great pressure produced even the 
slightest motion. The amputation was circu- 
lar and the stump left open. No ill conse- 
quences followed, and, what was particularly 
remarkable, no pain was experienced after the 
operation. In five weeks he was walking 
around on crutches, and eight weeks after the 
operation he was discharged cured. The an- 
esthetic employed was ether in both opera- 
tions. The first operation consumed one hour, 
the second some fifteen minutes. 

He now has a good stump for an artificial 
leg. Had the first operation not been per- 
formed he could not have worn an artificial 
Jeg to much advantage. 


SYPHILITIC INSANITY. 


By J. W. Haptock, M. D., 
Of Cincinnati, O. 

That the internal organs often become the 
seat of syphilitic affections, of the gravest char- 
acter, is, I believe, no longer seriously doubt- 
ed. If those who are still disposed to be scep- 
tical on this point will read the paper of Dr. 
Wilks on “ Syphilitic Affections of the Inter- 
nal Organs,’ in vol. Ninth, Third Series, of 
Guy’s Hospital Reports, and study the cases 
he there gives in detail, they will have their 
scepticism in a great measure, if not entirely, 
removed, concerning the ravages of syphilis 
on every tissue of the body. I myself was in 
attendance upon a post mortem, conducted by 
Professor W. W. Dawson, of this city, where 
the liver, as well as the glandular system gen- 
erally, was the seat of very extensive syphil- 
itic disease. And in the REPORTER for Aug. 
7th, I notice a case reported where the disease 
attacked the brain, producing insanity and ul- 
timately death of patient. A similar case I 
have to report. 

While engaged in practice at Idaho city, I. 
T., in May, 1865, Samuel T., aged about thirty 
years, of good constitution, came to my office 
td be treated for chancre, situated on the pre- 
puce. The chancre was large and irritable. 
He otherwise was in good health and in good 
spirits. In fact he was remarkable for his 


“ 


Communications. 





| Vol xxi. 


genial, lively disposition ; a patient to whom 
a physician would become attached for his so- 
cial qualities, and for that reason we gave him 
more than ordinary attention. But all to no 
avail, as the sequel will show. 

Mercury was given as constitutional treat- 
ment, while locally we used Monsel’s salts, as 
a cautery, ordering a poultice of elm bark at 
night, and a dose of opium to produce rest. 

After a few weeks the chancre healed and 
disappeared entirely, without leaving any un- 
pleasant symptoms, save a slightly debilitated 
condition of the patient ; a debility hard to de- 
fine, yet of such a peculiar character that his 
usually lively and jovial disposition gave way 
to a kind of low melancholy. 

By the middle of July his health had again 
become quite good, (not, however, reaching 
the usual standard which it attained previous 
to his infection,) and having urgent business 
thirty or forty miles away, concluded to make 
the trip on horse back, returning in about a 
fortnight with the worst case of irritis that I 
ever saw. My first anxious inquiry was—‘ Can 
I save the eye?” 

I began the use of mercury, internally, at 
once; bathed the eye with a solution of extract 
of beladonna, applied cups freely to the tem- 
ples, and drew blisters behind the ears; gave 
opium at night to allay pain, which was now 
excessive. In a few days the attack began 
yielding to the treatment, and after a reason- 
able time the eye cleared up and I congratu- 
lated myself that it was saved. 

The following mixture was now ordered to 
be taken three times daily, in drachm doses; 
the quantity to be gradually increased until 
two drachms were taken at one dose: 

R. Hydg. bi-chloride., 

Indide of potassium, 
Syrup, sarsap. comp., 

The above was given for ten days or two 
weeks, when, finding him growing so weak and 
debilitated, I changed the treatment to tonics 
and stimulants with the hope of building up 
his shattered health, which had now become 
bad in the extreme. Digestion poor. Bowels 
constipated. Much emaciated. Melancholic 
to a marked degree, and complaining of a se- 
vere pain “ shooting ’”’ through the head. Had 
a wild, vacant stare, and when alone was al- 
most constantly mumbling to himself—when 
spoken to would hesitate about answering, but 
after apparently deliberating or debating in 
his own mind whether to answer or not, all. ° 
this time giving you a painfully vacant stare, 
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he would answer intelligently, and keep him 
talking, especially concerning his business, 
one would‘ become impressed with the idea 
that nothing serious was the matter. But 
cease talking to him and he would lapse into 
a deep melancholic state, from which it was 
with difficulty he could be aroused. 

He never called for anything to eat. In that 
respect he had to be leoked after as much as 
a child; the same in regard to the calls of 
nature. 

Partial paralysis now supervened, so that he 
was fast losing the use of one side, including 
the upper and ower extremity, and he daily 
grew more loud in his mutterings and grumb- 
lings. 

As I could see no hope for his recovery 
there, I informed his friends that they had 
better take charge of his business, settle it up 
and take him to San Francisco, California, as 
possibly the change to that genial climate, 
with better facilities for treatment in some of 
the hospitals of that delightful city, might be 
beneficial tohim. They carried out my sug- 
gestion, and accordingly left Idaho City about 
the Ist of October, arriving at San Francisco 
safely, where the patient lingered some weeks 
and died with total ‘paralysis of both lower 
extremities, and himself perfectly insane. I 
am not aware that any post mortem was had, 
and do not know the condition of the brain at 
the time of death. There is no doubt in my 
mind that, the brain was greatly ‘affected, as 
the symptoms indicated. Why the violent 
pain in the head, at times almost unbearable, 
the vacant look, low delirium, all followed by 
paralysis, if the great nervous centre was not 
the seat of extensive lesion? And from what 
other cause came all this, but from syphilis 
first attacking the penis in form of a chancre? 





Hospital Ships in Naval Actions. 

The Peace Congress of Geneva has suggested that 
in all naval actions there should be certain ships de- 
voted to the accommodation of the wounded, which, 
carrying a peculiar flag, should be exempted from 
fire, as are hospitals on shore. One of the difficulties 
of the project is to decide whether these ships should 
be in readiness to succor. sinking crews, events 
which, in days of iron-clad encounters, will naturally 
be of more frequent occurrence than heretofore ; or 
should they merely be stationed sufficiently near the 
action to afford hospital aid when wanted. The 
Berlin Congress have proposed that an international 
flag—a red cross on a yellow field—be adopted when- 
ever succor is needed by a ship of any nation, and 
that assistance should be obligatory when asked for. 
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CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MEDI- 
CINE. 


Reporrep sy Dr. Haptocx. 


TRACHEOTOMY. 

Professor Dauson presented the following case :— 
Gentlemen, I have here a pathological specimen of 
the larynx and trachea of a little boy (case of Dr. 
Little’s, of this city,) who had on the 2nd of August 
the ordinary symptoms of croup, and treated in the 
usual way, emetics, etc. On the morning of the 
3rd the symptoms were more severe, and the emetic 
was repeated. But toward evening the symptoms 
were of the gravest character. The face was swollen 
and livid, the eyes congested, widely opened and 
staring. Every muscle of the body was commotion 
in the efforts of the little sufferer to get more air 
into the lungs. At this juncture I opened the wind- 
pipe, and such was the relief, that in half a minute 
the patient lay as calm and quiet as a child of perfect 
health. All the bad symptoms at once disappeared, 
and he remained in this promising condition for 
fifty-two -hours, when all the worst symptoms of 
croup reappeared and he died in ashort time. The 
exudation had set in below the opening, as you can 
see from the specimen before you. 

I have here another specimen of syphilitic excres- 
ence, about two inches long, in the shape of a cauli- 
flower, which I removed from an old woman, fifty 
years of age. It occupied the place of the clitoris, 
and had all the appearances, when removed, of a 
beautiful flower. I may add that the vagina of the 
patient is perféctly occluded from disease. 


NEW REMEDIES BY J. 8. UNZIKER, M. D. 


A New ANZS8THETIC.—Chioral (C2 C L3 O H) 
the aldehyde of the trichloretted acetic acid, has been 
known to chemists for perhaps the last thirty years, 
but its valuable medicinal properties have so far been 
utterly overlooked. To the researches of Dr. LizB- 
REICH, of Berlin, we owe the knowledge of its value 
as an anesthetic. Upon animals the injection has 
been used with the most satisfactory results; drow- 
siness comes on, and soon perfect stupor. The effect 
is mild and gradual, not the least sign of stadium 
excitatorium, so disagreeable in chloroform. This 
death-like stupor was prolonged according to the 
strength of the dose for eighteen hours; upon awak- 
ing the animal appears in full possession of its facul- 
ties, and at onee feeds.—St. Louis Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. 

O1n oF SassaFRAS; Its INFLUENCE Upon To- 
BACCO AND OTHER NARCOTICS.—In a “ Treatise 
on Fever,” by DrezinE THompson, of Nashville, 
Tennessee, it is stated, that the injurious effects of 
tobacco are speedily removed, and also prevented by 
this remedy, either by moistening the end of the 
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segar, or mixing the cut tobacco with sassafras bark: 
Mixed with a large dose of extract of Hyoscyamus 
it produced delightful sleep without unpleasant 
effects. 

Might not the oil in hypodermic injection prove an 
excellent remedy against tobacco poisoning ? 

APOMORPHIA.—A new base recently produced as 
the joint discovery of Dr. MATTHIESSEN and Mr. 
Wright, of St. Bartholomews Hospital. The physi- 
ological effects of apomorphia are very different 
from those of morphia; a very small dose produces 
speedy vomiting and considerable depression, but 
this soon passes off, leaving no after ill effects ; 1-10 
of a grain hypodermically injected, or 1-4 of a grain 
iaken by the mouth produces vomiting in from four 
to ten minutes. It is a non-irritant emetic, and pow- 
erful anti-stimulant. 

Dr. U. here remarked that could this emetic prop- 
erty be extracted from the morphia it would be a 
great discovery and improvement ; it would ren¢ +r 
the morphia much more agreeable to the stomach, 
(if it did not destroy its properties as a narcotic,) 
while we would gain a valuable emetic in the apo- 
morphia. 

REMEDY FOR Cari0ovus TEETH.—Nitric ether and 
sulphate of alumina are mixed so as to form a paste, 
which is applied to the cavity. It never occasions 
any inconvenience, the most violent toothache is 
promptly relieved, and after several applications, the 
affected tooth becomes insensible. 

CARBOLIC ACID.—Dr. TESSIER, in the Mauritius, 
injected under the skin a solution of 3-4 of a grain 
dissolved in twenty minims of water, for the cure of 
virulent intermittent fever. The patients were rap- 
idly cured, and the spread of the pestilence arrested. 
—London Chemical News. 

Porass& CHLoRAS.—At the Rudolph Hospital, 
Vienna, this remedy has been used by enema in 
cases of dysentery with excellent results; blood ceased 
to appear in the dejections after the first clysma. 
They used potas. chlor. 5j. ad. aque distil. ij. 

SamBpucvs CANADENSIS.—A number of cases 
given by Dr. R. Macnvt, of Marshall, Missouri, in 
the American Journal of Medical Sciences, show 
conclusively the theraputic value of this remedy in 
albuminuria. The inner bark of the common elder 
ie to be steeped in hard cider, and used in ounce 
doses three or four times daily. The improvement 
in a few days was quite marked, and recovery in all 
the cases has been complete. 

ANTI-GALACTIC, 
BR. Ext. belladonm, }. 
S; ir. camphor. ol. olivar. opt. aa., 3). M. 
A little of this mixture rubbed over the breast 
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pared at the laboratory of J. Paul Liebe, of Dresden, 


Germany, who had the kindness to send me a sam- 
ple for inspection. The preparation has the con- 
sistency of thick honey, and I take pleasure in lay- 
ing the same before the academy on this evening, 
both in its natural state, and also mixed by me, as 
directed, ready for use. This food greatly differs 
from that formerly sold here in powder form, called 
chemical food, for its being entirely soluble in milk, 
or milk and water, without cooking; whereas the 
other has to be cooked, and from our experience, 
here, did not agree as well with the children as the 
soluble is said to do. The latter now has entirely 
taken the place of the former, and from late accounts 
sxems to take well in Europe. It is especially re- 
commended to anemic children, and such as re- 
ceive either insufficient, or no nourishment at all 
from the breast. 

The Wiener Medical Wochenschrift, No. 38, 1869, 
says: 

1. This food in a soluble form is prepared in va- 
cuum, is always a uniform and excellent nourish- 
ment, that only contains the soluble protein princi- 
ples of the plant. 

2. The preparation is free from all traces of malt 
residues, against the presence of which Liebig so 
urgently cautions. 

3. The soup is at any moment, by day or night, 
instantly prepared and ready for use. 

4, This soluble food is unchangeable for months. 
5. The soup made thereof contains according to 
analysis, the value in nutriment of mother’s milk. 





MEETING OF THE AMERICAN PHARMA 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The annual Convention of this body took place 
in Chicago lately, and after a very interesting session 
of four days adjourned on the 10th inst., to meet 
next in Baltimore. The delegates were composed 
of some of the most distinguished chemists and phar- 
maceutists in America. It is usual to have an ex- 
position connected with the Convention. It embod- 
ies this year a very fine collection of chemicals, phar- 
maceutical and chemical apparatus and appliances, 
paints, colors, instruments, soda water apparatus, 
crude drugs, &e. Most European countries had also 
specimens on exhibition, and the large chemical 
manufactories and laboratories of this country were 
well represented, eighty different firms had samples 
there. Philadelphia as usual taking the lead, and 
Chicago came next. 

On the third evening a rich and intellectual trea 
was provided by Mr. 8. A. Briggs, at the Academy 
of Selence. The rooms were lavishly illuminated, 
a number of green covered tables being set out, upon 





twice daily, will soon suspend ite secretory action. 
PUARMACRUTICAL. : 


Professor Liebig has again given to the world a | 
new preperation called “ Liehig’s Food in Soluble 
Form” as a substitute for mother's milk. Il ie pre, strument was surrounded by an eager crowd of 


each of which were placed various excellent micro 
scopes, A set of drop lights on each table furnished 
the necessary light. From an early hour each i> 
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vants and amateurs. There were many fine objects 
and highly finished instruments. There were fifty- 
eight exhibitors of instruments, quite a number of 
whom were medical men. 

The meeting proved quite a success, and no doubt 
all went home well pleased with what they had seen 
and learned. The bill for the regulation of the prac- 
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tice of pharmacy, so much needed now, was ordered 
printed in pamphlet form, and a number of copies 
to be sent tothe legislature ofevery State. We hope 
they will pass them, and thereby confer a blessing 
to the people. 

The above paper will appear in full in: the Cincin- 
nati Lancet and Observer for October. 





EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Remarkable Case of a mesetge Body in the 
Bladder, and its Removal by Perineal Section. 


Dr. A. PAMARD, chief surgeon of Hotel-Dieu, of 
Avignon, in the Bulletin General de Therapeutique 
Medicale et Chirurgicale, gives the following re- 
markable case : 


A man 48 years of age,’presenting the physical ap- 


pearance of a man addicted to masturbation, was 
admitted into ,the hospital. The man said he had 
introduced into the urethra a watch-spring. An ex- 
am‘nation showed his urethra much dilated so that it 
acmitted easily the point of the little finger. A large 
sound was introduced, and encountered at the mem- 
branous portion of the urethra, beneath the arch of 
the pubis, a foreign body. Chloroform was given 
the patient, and he was placed in the position for 
lithotomy. Guided by the point of the sound, an 
incision was made in the median line of the perineum, 
four centimetres long, which was afterwards enlarged 
in agrooved direction. With a pair of forceps the 
watch spring was seized and removed ; it was twenty 
centimetres long, one millimetre and a quarter broad, 
and a tenth of a millimetre thick, and doubled upon 
itself with the “ bright ” or middie portion occupy- 
ing the neck of the bladder, and the two ends pro- 
jecting into the urethra. This position and shape of 
the spring was explained by the man, who, in order 
to excite erections and pleasurable sensations, no 
longer obtainable by titillation, was accustomed to 
push foreign bodies into the urethra, and to remove 
them used the watch spring bent into a loop. He 
put in the urethra one day a “clove of garlic,” and 
while endeavoring to fish it out the spring slipped 
from his fingers and beyond his reach. 

The surgeon, the same day, when he had learned 
from the patient that the clove of garlic was in the 
bladder, a fact not communicated by him until the 
Watch spring had been removed and he had reeov- 


ered from the effects of the chloroform, enlarged the | 





prostate or the neck of the bladder. The capacious 
urethra enabled the surgeon to introduce his finger 
easily into the bladder and feel the “ clove of garlic,” 
which was fished out with a curette, and measured 
twenty-five millimetres long and fifteen millimetres 
in its greatest breadth. 

Some inflammatory action involved the perineum 
arid scrotum, but in a few days it disappeared, and 
the patient made a happy recovery. 


Pemphigus in the Form of an Intermittent 
Fever. 


The Dutch Archives of Medical and Physical 
Science coutains an article on this subject by Dr. 
VAN DIERIN, translated in the Dublin Quarterly 
Journal of Medical Science. The case he describes 
thus: 

On the 19th of July I was sent for to see the 
child of L. S., farmer, aged two years, which had 
already been three days ill. I found a considerable 
elevation of temperature (104° F.,) quickness of 
pulse (120°) and dryness of the tongue. The 
child was raving, and had, from time to time, con- 
vulsive twitchings in the arms and legs. But what 
struck me most were vesicles on the face as large as 
beans, exactly resembling vesications produced by a 
burn, and visible on no other part of the body. My 
first inquiry was whether the child had burned itself. 
But the mother assured me that nothing of the kind 
had happened, as the child had already been for 
three days confined to bed, and the vesicles had not 
appeared until the middle of the day on which I was 
sent for. The child was, moreover, as she told me, 
not annoyed by the erysipelas, though the spasms, 
which she had observed also on the previous day, 
distressed her. On further inquiry, I found that 
the child was more lively in the morning, and that 
she had then an inclination to play, though not as 
formerly. Her appetite was quite gone, and her 
bowels regular, She was always worse in the afler- 
hoon —trank much and these symptoms had gome 
on tmereasing from day to day. The eid, the 


incision, without, however, cutting into either the | youngest of five healthy chtbtren, appeared in goed 
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condition, and up to the present time had always 
been in good health. The father and mother are 
free from syphilis. I therefore diagnosed pemphi- 
gus, and to this cutaneous disease I ascribed the 
feverish symptoms. The vesicles were filled with 
clear fluid, and the surrounding red areola was dis- 
tinctly perceptible. They were scattered, to the 
number of eight, over the face, and two of these 
were half on the hairy part of the forehead. I pre- 
scribed cold to the head, rest, and a mixture with 
nitre. On the following morning I visited the little 
patient, and found a complete change: the child was 
in good spirits, and had taken a little milk; the 
temperature was normal, as was the pulse, and the 
tongue was moist. The vesicles had all burst, and 
some were already dried—some had been scratched 
by the child, so that the red and moist skin, stripped 
of its epidermis, was still visible. In the afternoon 
I was again summoned, as the child was still worse 
than on the previous days. I then found the tem- 
perature once more elevated, the pulse accelerated, 
convulsions and delirium had supervened, but there 
were now no pemphigus-vesieles on the face, though 
there were some of the same size and form on the 
backs of the hands and of the forearms. The affec- 
tion followed the same course as on the preceding 
day. On the following morning the temperature 
‘was again normal; some vesicles had burst; most 
of them, however, were still present. The distinct 
intermissions in the elevated temperature led me to 
try the sulphate of quinia. Two grains were taken 
by the child before midday, and when I returned in 
the afternoon I found her free from fever—-nor from 
that time were any fresh pemphigus-vesicles seen. 
The contents of those which still remained were 
turbid; the others had dried into a crust. On the 
following morning, the 21st of July, the child was 
perfectly well, having once more taken the same 
dose of quinia, and she was soon restored to her 
usual state. 


Non-syphilitic pemphigus is a rare disease, espe- 
cially in young children, and its course is not always 
equally favorable. Writers have distinguished an 
acute and a chronic pemphigus. The former is the 
more favorable, the latter is often fatal. Acute 
pemphigus, also called the benign, occurs still more 
rarely than chronic pemphigus. It is always accom- 
panied by fever, at one time slighter, at another 
more severe. The disease usually lasts from two to 
four weeks, accordingly as the eruptions of vesicles 
are more or less numerous, and it almost always 
terminates spontaneously in recovery. The chronic 
variety commences in general without any remarka- 
ble concomitant symptoms, and, while sometimes 
for months together one formation of vesicle follows 
another, it is only at the end of the disease that fever 
supervenes, by which the gradual exhaustion and 
approaching death are accelerated. Such is the 
ordinary course of pemphigus. Cases of an acute 
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nature have lately been described by Mosler and 
Steffen, and also by Thomas in the Archiv fur 
Heilkunde, (4 Heft. 9 Jahrgang, 1868). The case 
observed by me differs somewhat from the ordinary 
course, inasmuch as it exhibited a distinct type of 
complicated intermittent fever, and as recovery 
rapidly followed the administration of quinia. In 
one point of view, however, I found a striking ana- 
logy, namely, the elevated temperature, which was 
observed also by the above-named writers at the 
tiute of the eruption of the vesicles. 


Hydrocephalus. 

Dr. P. F. Eve, in the St. Louis Medical Society, 
made some remarks in regard to a case of hydroceph- 
alus to which he had recently been called in consul- 
tation. The patient, thirteen months old, was the 
child of a physician. There was no impairment of 
the intellectual faculties, and all the functions were 
well performed. The head was twenty-eight and a 
half inches in circumference and twenty-four from 
one auditorius externus to the other. The disten- 
sion was greater on one side than the other, causing 
much distortion of the features.. Diuretics and mer- 
curials had been used without diminishing or arrest 
ing the accumulation. Concluding that medicine 
would afford no relief, the propriety of tapping was 
considered. Nelaton, he said, attributes the exces- 
sive secretion to the thickening of the thecx of the 
cord, and recommends tapping, little by little, and 
supporting treatment. In this case he (Dr. E.) had 
recommended that tapping in this manner should be 
resorted to, if convulsive symptoms manifested them- 
selves. 

He also mentioned a case he had seen several years 
since, of an individual sixteen years old, whose head 
was three feet in circumference, and also referred to 
a cranium he had seen of a hydrocephalous individual 
in which there were over four hundred ossa Worm- 
iana. 


The Climate of Pau. 

This favorite health resort is described by Dr. 
WHIPPLE inthe Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal. He says of its climatic character : 

Now for what many will regard as the most im- 
portant point of all—the climate of Pau. If we take 
the word of some who have written about it, it is 
the climate we may expect to find in Paradise. If 
we listen to some one who has spent a rainy week 
there only, looking in vain from the Castle Terrace 
or the Palace Royale for the white peaks of the 
mountains which he is told lie just over the river, 
and seeing Pau only from its muddy streets or his 
hotel window, we shall wonder that any one ever 
left the shadow of the State House to encounter the 
wretched climate and dull stupidity of Pau. Medio 
tutissimus ibis. One will have to go farther than 
Pau to find a perfect climate, and one might go very 
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far, too, and find no better. During the season of 
1866-7 there were but seven days of what any one 
could call cold weather. About the middle af Jan- 
uary came a fall of snow, perhaps six inches—very 
unusual for Pau—and for nearly a week the ground 
was slightly frozen every night. This was all the 
winter we had. The rest of the season, even inva- 
lids scarcely had need of a top-coat. -—_ 

The season of 1866-68 was a very rare one, the 
coldest since 1831, and the suffering among the poorer 
class of natives, who have almost no provision for 
artificial heat in their houses, was extreme. The 
mercury fell one night as low as 19° (Fahrenheit,) 
and several nights at intervals during the winter as 
low as 25°. But this did not seem very rigorous to 
one accustomed to an American winter, especially as 
the weather was brighter than usual, and, as usual, 
there was no wind. 

From October, 1868, to the end of February, 
1869, the temperature was like that of our best New 
England October weather, and the sun was obscured 
for scarcely a single day. Then came three weeks 
of rain, with frequent snow-squalls, which made 
everybody forget the fine weather just passed. 

There is always a good deal of rain; but, in spite 
of it, the place is not damp. The situation of the 
town and the nature of the soil issuch that the water 
very soon leaves the surface, and there is nowhere 
about the town any standing water. I used to find 
that my tobacco, left open in a room where the sun 
never Shown, got so dry at the end of a few days 
that I could not smoke it. Even when it does rain, 
it is rare that an invalid, properly protected, cannot 
keep out of doors; for the air is almost invariably 
milder during a fall of rain than on the bright days. 
When the sun does shine, the brightness of the day 
makes one forget that he has ever seen any other 
weather. There is an indescribable charm in asunny 
winter day at Pau which I have never seen equalled 
elsewhere. 

About the city there is ordinarily almost no wind, 
and it is extremely rare—not more than three or 
four times in a season—that the wind is strong enough 
to be disagreeable to the most sensitive throat or 


lungs. 


Nevus Cured by Injection of Carbolic Acid. 

Mr. Potter exhibited to his class a child named 
Margaret B., aged 10 months, who had been received 
into hospital about six weeks previously, for the 
treatment of a large nzvus, situated on the lower 
part of the forehead, immediataly above the nose. It 
was venous in character, and when first seen was cir- 
cular in form and as large as half-a-crown, projecting 
forwards considerably. He resolved to attempt its 
solidification and cure by the injection of carbolic 
acid, and accordingly two minims of pure acid were 
introduced into the nevus by means of a hypodermic 
syringe. Such inflammation as followed having 
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been allowed to subside, the operation was repeated, 
seven times in all, an interval of several days being 
permitted between each injection. No untoward 
consequences took place ; the skin was not injured ; 
and now, after the seventh operation, the mass had 
become solidified, and would in due time be absorbed. 
—Medical Press and Circular. 


Pathology of Tuberculosis. 

Dr. SANDERSON, said in a paper read before the 
British Medical Association, Virchow has shown 
that the morbid growths which occur in the organs 
of persons affected with tuberculous diseases are not 
characterised by the form or size of the corpuscles, 
so much as by the interstitial reticulum by which 
they are held together, and by the relation of the 
morbid growth to the connective tissue and blood 
vessels of the affected part; and, further, that there 
is nothing in the anatomical structure of a tubercu- 
lous growth which is exclusively peculiar to itself; 
for tubercle, considered anatomically, is but one 
member of a numerous class of morbid products 
(called by him lymphomas), in all of which the same 
corpuscles and the same stroma are met with. In 
short, there are no peculiarities by which any given 
specimen of tuberculous material can be determined 
to be tuberculous. Its character depends, not on 
what it is either chemically or structurally, but on 
the changes it undergoes, and its relation to existing 
structures. Phthisis cannot at present be better de- 
fined anatomically than by saying that it consists in 
lobular consolidation of one or both lungs, followed 
by gradual disintegration of the consolidated parts. 
The most important question in the pathological 
anatomy of the disease is that of the nature of the 
consolidation. On this point, the author held that 
itis not possible to distinguish the induration of 
phthisis from that of chronic lobular pneumonia, so 
far as relates to the anatomical characters of the in- 
durative process. Again, the same characters are 
met with in the lobular pneumonia which results 
from inoculation, as in phthisis. In either case, the 
induration is due partly to the thickening of the 
framework of the organ by the interstitial growth of 
adenoid tissue, partly to the choking up of the alve- 
oli with catarrhal products, With reference to the 
etiology of phthisis, the author considered that the 
origin of tuberculous disease may generally be traced 
to one of two agencies; viz., to a constitutional lia- 
bility or predisposition, of the nature of which we 
are at present entirely ignorant; or to the influence 
of prolonged local irritation. With reference to pul- 
monary consumption, he held that chronic bronchi- 
tis, chronic catarrhal pneumonia, and phthisis, can- 
not be separated from each other by definite lines ; 
and that many cases of phthisis originated from 
bronchial catarrh. In accounting for the develop- 
ment and widely spread distribution of tuberculous 
disease in the body, great stress is laid on infection 
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—i. e., the fact that any chronic induration of an or- 
gan, if it last long enough unresolved, has a tendency 
to produce similar indurations elsewhere, not only 
in adjacent, but in distant organs. The way in which 
this happens we learn by the study of a:tificial tuber- 
culosis. Its reality is exemplified in almost every case 
of phthisis. In conclusion, Dr. SANDERSON ex- 
pressed the opinion that the doctrine of specificity 
had exercised a sinister influence on the treatment 
of phthisis and the manevement of phthisical pa- 
tients; for it hai led men to forget that consumption 
is influenced by the ordinary causes of inflammation, 
not only in its origin, but in each ster of its pro- 
gress; and that one most important aim in treatment 
ought to be to counteract this influence. For this 
reason, he considere1 that the treatment of con- 
sumptive persons in hospitals for long ,2riods was a 
great misapplication of the resources of philanthropy. 
These resources can only be rendered fully available 
for the purposes for which they are intended by a 
complete reversal of the present plan of administra- 
tion. In the first place, no patient should he kept in 
hospital ov the mere ground of his being consump- 
tive, irrespectively of his constitutional state; and, 
secondly, much greater facilities ought to te given 
to the poor than exist at present for their im mediate 
admission into hospital whenever suffering from 
acute pulmonary disease, whether primary, or super- 
vening in the course of chronic phthisis. 


Animal Vaccination. 

This subject is exciting much interest in England. 
The pros and cons will be seen from the following 
abstracts of the proc2edings of the British Medical 
Association : 

Dr. BLANc included his remarks, on animal vac- 
cination, in five propositions. 1. The healthy heifer, 
inoculated with fine spontaneous cow-pox, supplies 
a vaccine lymph, free from all morbid and diathetic 
principles. The most distinguished veterinary sur- 
geons had years ago stated that calves were not lia- 
ble to any diathetic disease, nor to the spontaneous 
development of any infectious disease. On the 
other hand, though vaccination in the ordinary mode, 
if performed with proper care, was harmless, the 
transmission of disease by it, under certain circum- 
stances was an acknowledged fact. 2. Spontaneous 
cow-pox transmitted through the bovine race is more 
active, more lasting in its effects, and more likely 
than humanised lymph to create a perfect immunity. 
in support of this proposition, Dr. Dlanc adduced 
evidence from the writings of Jenner, Dr. E. Ballard, 
Mr. Marson, Dr. Seaton, etc., to show the increasing 
susceptibility to small-pox, and the increasing fatal- 
ity from the disease ; and he drew the following in- 
ferences: a. Direct inoculation from the cow is, 
according to the testimony of Jenner and others, a 
most perfect and lasting protection against small-pox. 
b. A few cases of post-vaccinal small-pox were no- 
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ticed as soon as natural animal vaccination was sp. 
, Tseded by the use of humanised lymph ; but they 
were still rare for the following reasons : greater ac. 
tivity of the lymph, not having as yet undergone 
many transmissions ; and the shoit time since yao. 
cination was performed, c. From perfect immunity 
in those inoculated with spontaneous cow-pox, we 
arrive from a few rare occurrences to a small per. 
centage, gradually but steadily increasing, until in 
1¢ i4 it reached the very high average of 84 per 
cent. d@. Among those protected by spontaneous 
cow-pox there is no fatality. 3. Spontaneous coy- 
pox, by being transmitted only through the bovine 
race, retains all its essential qualities. Cow-pox isa 
disease of the bovine race, as small pox is of the hu- 
man race. Each of them, transmitted through the 
race to which it belongs, retains its own properties, 
4. Vaccination direct from the heifer, offers all the 
characteristics of the cow-pox-vesicles, as described 
by Jenner, Ceely, Bosquet, etc., with such modifica- 
tions only as are due to the passage of the lymph 
through young and healthy animals. The characters 
of vaccination with heifer’s lymph were—rare actiy- 
ity, later development, a lengthened duration, and a 
well marked cicatrix. 5. By animal vaccination, 
we have always on band an unlimited supply of 
good vaccine 1} mph. With one heifer five hundred 
persons can be vaccinated; with one heifer ten 
heifers can be inoculated; and, as it requires only 
five days for the vesicle to be ready for use, by ani- 
mal vaccination, at six day’s notice five thousand 
persons can be vaccinated; at twelve days’ notice 
fifty thousand, and so on. 


Mr. STEELE arg1ed that animal vaccination—that 
is, the vaccination of the human suoject direct from 
the heifer, as a substitute for, or auxi)!ary infentile to 
arm-to-aim vaccination—is not necessary; and he 
added the fo'lowing reasons: 1. Humanised vaccine 
lymph,when carefu"y selected and properly employed 
by aim-to-arm infantile vaccination, is as certain and 
complete a protection against small-pox as it is pos 
sible to confer; equal, in fact, to the protection af- 
forded by small-pox itself. 2. Human vaccine lymp2, 
when properly managed, does not degenerate nor 
lose any of its prophylactic power by a continued 
transit through successive subjects. 3. It is no 
proof that the vaccine lymph now in use has lost 
any of its original infective or protective power, 
to adduce the well-known fact that small-pox sti” 
appears among the population from time to time, 
and that much of the vaccination of this country— 
as much as fifty per cent., according to Her Majesty's 
Inspectors—has been found to be ineffective and of 
inferior quality. 4. The supply of human lymph af- 
forded by the stations of the National Vaccine Es 
tablishment is abundant, continuous, and sufficient 
to meet the requirements of the public. 5. Human 
vaccine lymph is safer, more certain in its effects, 
and is in every respect more suitable for the purpose 
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than animal lymph. The question of the transmis- 
sion of syphilis by vaccination, although maintained 
by many authorities, has been thoroughly and satis- 
factorily disposed of by Dr. Seaton. 


Syphilis Treated by Carbolic Acid. 

Holmes Coote, Esq., Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, London, in the Brit. Med. Journal, gives 
the following successful treatment of the primary 
forms of Sypk**‘s by the local application of carbolic 
acid. 

CASE I.—Emily K., aged 21, general servant, had 
a discharge from the vagina, with numerous mucous 
tubercles on the labia and inside of the thighs. On 
January 17th, 1868, carbolic acid lotion (gr. v to the 
ounce of water) was ordered. On February 7th, she 
was discharged, all the tubercles having disappeared. 
The period of treatment was three weeks. It was 
then determined to employ a much stronger solu- 
“on. . 

Case II.—Jane P., aged 19. ‘Phis case was sim- 
ilar to the former; but the tubercles were more 
numerous and larger. On January 21st, a lotion 
composed of carbolic acid and water, equal parts, 
was ordered to be applied by means of a brush each 
day; and the usual carbolic acid lotion to be kept 
constantly applied to the parts. On February 2nd, 
the tubercles had entirely disappeared. In this case 
the period of treatment was cwelve days. 

Case III.—Catherine H., aged 20, had a discharge 
from the vagina, with a mass of mucous tubercles 
on the labia and upper part of the thighs, and around 
the anus. On January 24th, the strong lotion, con- 
sisting of equal parts of carbolic acid and water, was 
ordered to be painted on daily with a brush, as in 
the preceding case; the usual carbolic acid lotion to 
be constantly applied. On February 7th, the tuber- 
cles had almost entirely disappeared. The patient 
was nearly well. In this case, the period of treat- 
ment was fourteen days. 

In all these cases, the pain was inconsiderable ; 
nor was there any necessity for the use of surgical 
instruments, such as scissors, etc. 


Imperforate Urethra in the Male. _ 

W. R. CuHew, M. D., of Jefferson, Texas, in a 
letter to the Clinico-Medical and Pathological Re- 
porter, says: 

I was kindly invited by my friend, Dr. W. H. 
Witherspoon, to visit with him a patient he had 
been called to see the night previous. At the time 
of our visit, the child was about thirty-six hours old, 
and had not passed any water from the bladder. 
Upon examination we found the child well formed, 
the external genitals fully developed, but no appear- 
ance of a urethral canal or meatus. At first it was 
supposed there might be a communication between 
the bladder and rectum through which the urine 
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pessed off. That idea was abandoned, as no evi- 
dence of such a passage was discovered after a care- 
ful examination. 

The bladder being considerably distended, the 
safety of the child required that something should be 
done. A slight indentation being discovered at the 
end of the penis, where the meatus ought to have 
been, we determined on making an artifical canal as 
far into the organ as prudence would justify. Ac- 
cordingly, with an instrument suited to the purpose, 
a canal was made about half an inch in length. 
Means were used to prevent the closing up of what 
had been- done, and the patient left till our next 
visit, when the canal would be further extended to- 
ward the bladder. No further aid, however, was 
necessary. The next visit revealed the gratifying 
fact that the urine had found its way to the outlet 
partially made, the bladder completely emptied, 
and the child doing as well apparently as if all had 
been right from the birth. 

From the time of the operation to the present, 
now six weeks, our patient has been perfectly heal- 
thy and vigorous. 


The Bichloride of Methylene. 

We are informed, says the British Medical Jour- 
nal, that two cases have occurred during the lest 
fortnight at the Moorfields Ophthalmic Hospital, in 
which the inhalation of the bichloride of methylene 
caused alarming symptoms. In each the symptoms 
consisted in sudden syncope, and in each they passed 
wholly and quickly off under appropriate treaiment. 
In each the patient was a young child (in one an in- 
fant), and it is suggested that perhaps this agent may 
be less safe in very young subjects than in adults. 
The bichloride has of late been extensively used at 
Moorfields Hospital, its peculiarities of rapid effect 
and rapidity in passing off, and the seldomness with 
which it causes sickness, have great value in opera- * 
tions on the eye. The patients are rarely more than 
a minute before the operation may be commenced ; 
and after its completion they usually wake up at 
once, and are able to walk away as soon as the band- 
ages are adjusted. In these respects the contrast 
between it and chloroform is very great. It is less 
adapted for prolonged operations. 


* 
> 


A Peripatetic Oculist- 

A certain “oculist,” whose advertisements have 
for some time disappeared from the columns of our 
newspapers, is, we perceive, patronizing the newspa- 
pers of New Haven, Connecticut, just now. The 
“ university” in which he occupies the chair of op- 
thalmic (sic!) and aural surgery, must not be con- 
founded with the real university in this city, but is 
an irregular concern which gulps down all the isms 
and pathies—any thing that will bring grist to its 
mill—and such grist! 
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«7 Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fally solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


a7” To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to req uire little revision. 


We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The 21st volume of the MEDICAL AND SUR- 
GICAL REPORTER began on July 3rd. A 
large number of subscriptions are due from 
that date, and we look to a prompt response 
to the bills already sent out and being sent.— 
Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD- 
VANCE. 


We can still supply a few complete sets or 
volumes from the commencement, bound or un- 
bound. They should be applied for soon, as 
they will soon be exhausted. 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Physicians are brought, by their professional 
relations, into close contact with companies 
organized for the insurance of lives, and have 
much brought to their notice, in reference to 
this popular method of investment, which es- 
capes the public. It is to be regretted that 
this intimate knowledge does not increase faith 
in such institutions. In only too many cases, 
the transactions are fraudulent to an alarming 
degree. 

Thus the agent of the company is always 
anxious to pass every applicant. He gets his 
commission only if the applicant is a “‘ good 
risk.’”’ The decision of this rests with the 
medical examiner. Consequently the agent 
brings all the influence be can upon the phy- 
sician to warp and control the latter’s judg- 
ment. If the physician is rigid in his exami- 
nations, the agent either has him discharged, 
or seeks excuses to have his “ risks’’ examined 
by some more pliant man. He has them 


Editorial. 





[Vol. xxi, 


passed by some medical friend less consciep. 
tious or less intelligent. In this way thou. 
sands of lives are insured annually which 
ought never to be accepted. 


Next, when the applicant is insured, his 
policy is forfeited nnless the premiums are 
paid. Half the time he is not notified that the 
premiums are due, and thus a natural oversight 
causes the total loss of his hard-earned savings. 
This, on the part of the company, is nothing 
but bare-faced swindling, and should be pro. 
hibited by law. Such cases are of constant 
occurrence, and, as no one can foresee what 
straits he may be in, it constitutes a serious 
objection to the whole method of Life Insu 
rance. 

Another injustice constantly exercised 
against the insured is the use of Life Tables, 
which do not correctly represent the present’ 
chances of lifes Statistics prove that the du- 
ration of human life has been extended within 
the past half century, and that the Carlyle 
tables, very accurately computed for the Eng- 
lish nation at the time, do not do justice to 
American longevity. 

The mere financial view of the question is 
one which concerns us less. Yet we cannot 
but call attention to the fact that, in the 
recent failure of an old-established English 
company, it was shown that the older a com 
pany is the greater is the drain upon it by 
payments, and, as a rule, the wilder and more 
reckless, or more inefficient is its management. 
In nearly every such company, long security 
breeds rashness, and a system of nepotism 
grows up, which places in responsible positions 
men who have no other fitness than being a 
near relative of the President or a Director. 

New companies, on the other hand, are 
equally uncertain. The Directors are often 
irresponsible men, their agents are unscrupt- 
lous, they spend immense sums in advertising, 
and they lack the elements of stability. We 
know a company, recently started, and widely 
advertised, who pay 50 per cent. commission 
to agents. This no company can honestly 
afford to do. Another has put at once one 
hundred thousand dollars in advertising. This 
is doubtless good as a business investment, 
and we mention it only to illustrate the des 
perate competition which is prevalent, and 
which must force the weaker companies to 
the wall. 

When an insured person dies, a certificate 
is filled by the family physician. The latter 
dares not state the true nature of the disease, 
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when, by so doing, the widow or heirs will 
jose the insurance. He, therefore, puts down 
delirium tremens as inflammation of the brain, 
(we personally know this to have been done), 
or suicide by arsenic, acute gastritis. Thus a 
fraud is perpetrated on the company. 

In fact, the system of Life Assurance, as at 
present generally organized, is rotten to the 
core, and most of the companies will ruin 
themselves and those who trust them. 
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THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.* 
Compiled by Geo. H. Napueys, M. D. 


No. 25. 


This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubiished 
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current 
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will 
include formule for hypodermic injections, for inhala- 
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc,. etc. . 

This selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the me ogee by whom origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro- 
fession—to aftord a periscope of the remedial measures re- 
sorted to by eminent living physicians. 

It is proposed, bereafter, to classify these formula, and 
issue them in book form 


Treatment of Diabetes. 
WILLIAM AITKEN, M. D., EDINBURG. 

The whole materia medica has been exhausted in 
search of a remedy for this disease. It may be said 
nearly every patient dies whose treatment is left en- 
tirly to drugs. A full and generous diet is unques- 
tionably useful in these cases; but the patient soon 
gets disgusted with mutton or beef, or both, for break- 
fast, dinner and supper; he consequently nauseates 
ameat diet and abandons it altogether. A diet of 
ult fish has been attempted, but the patient in a short 
time so loathes it that it has to be given up. A mixed 
diet, therefore, if contraindicated by some theories is 
at least the best to adopt in practice, if only regulated 
and aided by other means. It will be evident, how- 
ever, that vegetables which contain a large quantity 
of saccharine matter should be avoided in some de- 
gree, as potatoes, grapes or other very ripe fruit, and 
«fortiori, sugar itself. That meat and eggs may be 
taken, if biliary derangement is not induced by 
them, and fish is a most important article with which 
‘ vary the monotony of the dietory. Milk also 

*Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
19, by Gzo. H. Napuers, M. D., in the Clerk’s office of 
the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn’a. 

N. B—This copyright is not intended to prevent .medi- 


al journals publishing these articles, but only their being 
isuedin book fcrm, ‘ 








May be iidulged in occasionally, as it is not found 
that the sugar it contains is readily converted into 
glucose. Its influence, however, requires watching. 
It should be combined with half its bulk of lime- 
water, or be used in the form of buttermilk. If it 
be found desirable or necessary to employ alcoholic 
drinks, a selection should be made from those wines 
and spirits which are freest from sugar. Of these, 
clarets may be chemically considered the best, then 
Burgundy. The so-called “ fruit wines” must be 
interdicted, and of all alcoholic beverages, weak 
brandy and water is the safest. The amount of 
brandy should always be measured. A teaspoonful 
in a tumblerful of water is generally sufficient for an 
ordinary dinner drink. No diabetic need expect to 
recover or continue well who cannot exercise self- 
control, and make up his mind to be temperate in all 
things. Tea and coffee without sugar may be per- 
mitted. If cocoa agree it may be taken prepared 
from the nibs only. When soups are allowed they 
ought to be reallyigood, and flavored with aromatics 
or onions, to the exclusion of carrots, turnips and 
peas. They may be thickened with some bran finely 
powdered. Pickles in small quantities may be per- 
mitted to convalescents. Lettuces agree well when 
eaten sparingly with oil and vinegar, or with a little 
salt only, it the vinegar is likely to disagree. 

The great value of bran cakes as a substitute for 
bread in cases of diabetes, has now been established 
by the experience of so many individuals that its use 
ought to be insisted upon. The bran should be 
thoroughly washed, so that it may be as far from 
starch as possible, and finely powdered, so that it 
may not irritate the susceptible muscous membrane 
of the intestines. 

A. BoucHARDAT, PROF. OF HYGIENE TO THE 
FACLLTY OF MEDICINE, PARIS, ETD. 


Our author has proved by the comparison of the 
articles of food, which a diabetic may take without 
prejudice, that it is quite possible to keep up a suf- 
ficient degree of variety in the character of the meals, 
The list of articies which it permits is about as fol- 
lows: All sorts of meats roasted, stewed and even 
dressed with spices, but not with flour; fresh water 
fish and marine fish, in eating which the want of 
bread is less felt than in eating meat ; oysters, mus- 
cles, crabs, flobsters, etc.; eggs in all the forms 
known to the culinary art ; rich, good cream, but no 
milk; of the vegetable, spinach, artichokes, aspara- 
gus, green beans, the different varieties of cabbage ; 
of the salads, water cresses, endives, lettuce; of 
fruits, strawberries and peaches. Although the loss 
of sugar is augmented by very free supply of liquid, 
and decreased by a privation of it, yet it is not ad- 
visable to forbid the patient to quench his thirst. 


Tuomas Kina CHAMBERS, M. D., ETC., LONDON. 


224. KR. Pulveris opii, gr. j. 
In pill ; to be taken every night. 
In some cas2s opium seems to diminish the secre- 
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tion of water, and our author has never distinctly 
traced any harm to its action. Cinchona, however, 
which, like opium, lessens the flow of urine, has, in 
Dr. C’s hands, produced coma and death. He, there- 
fore, shuns it, even when he wishes to give tonics 
to increase the appetite. He prefers iron and strych- 
nine. 


225. KR. Potassii iodidi, Fu 


Aque, 

For one dose, three times a day. 

This drug was prescribed on purely empirical 
grounds. During its administration the patient con- 
tinued to gain weight and strength, and did not ex- 
hibit any of the usual symptoms of intoxication by 
iodine. 

Patients may drink as much as they feel disposed 
for ; the gratification of the thirst provides the normal 
outlet for the abnormal constituent of the blood. 

J. M. Da Costa, M. D. 

226. kK. Pulveris opii, gr. 3. 

For one pill, ter die. 

The opium treatment, Dr. DA Costa has found 
to be productive of the most good in his hands. He 
cannot explain the rationale, but he does know that 
it has the most influence in‘lessening the thirst, the 
excretion of sugar and the general waste of flesh. 
The only objection -to its use is the risk which is 
run of accustoming the patient to taking this power- 
ful drug. 

227. KR. Potassee permanganatis, gr. 4 ro 

Aque distillate, f.3ij. 

For one dose ter die. 

This remedy Dr. DE C. employed a few years 
ago, but not with very satisfactory results. 

228. RK. Ammonie carbonatis, gr. x-xx. 

Aque cinnamoni, f.3ss. M. 

For one dose three or four times a day. This, in 
addition to a moderately restricted diet, forms a very 
good treatment. 

229. kk. Tr. ferri chloridi, gtt. xx-Ix. 

For one dose, in water, ter die. This will save 
a diabetic when nothing else proves of service. The 
pepsin and rennet treatments amount to nothing. 
Dr. Da Costa has tried them faithfully and merely 
lost time. 

Diet.—Although substances containing a great 
deal of sugar, and still more those containing a great 
deal of starch—which is readily converted into sugar 
—are poisonous to diobetic patients, yet it is not 
advisable to place them on a strictly animal diet. 
Such a regimen is irksome’in the extreme, and will 
not be followed out. After all it is not the saccha- 
rine substances which go into the body that cause 
diabetes; they merely add to it. It is simply impos- 
sible to avoid giving food capable of being converted 
into sugar. 

Bran-bread is perfectly unobjectionable; but a 
smal] quantity of ordinary bread should be permit- 
ted. Cakes made from almond-flour are favorites 
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with English physicians. Fruitsshould be interdict. 
ed and potatoes sparingly used. 

Bran baths (two or three handsful of bran in the 
bath) are very serviceable in relieving the dryness of 
the skin, which is so troublesome. 

230. kK. Infusi cascarille Qj. 

A wine-glassfvl three or four times a day. The 
use of this light bitter lessens the thirst. Of course, 
water must be allowed beside; but the infusion wil] 
take the place of a good deal of water. 

THoMas HAWKES TANNER, M. D., F. L. §, 

LONDON, ETC. 
R. Ferri ammoniz citratis, Bi. 
‘ Spiritus ammoniz aromatici, 33: 
Potasse bicarbonatis, 
Infusi columbe, qs. ad. Pai. M. 

A tablespoonful to be taken twice a day, with one 
tablespoonful of lemon juice in a little water. 

This recipe often proves very valuable. It should 
be taken for two or three weeks at a time, then dis- 
continued, and recommenced according to the gen- 
eral strength. 

232. KR. 


231. 


Pulveris opii, 

Quiniz sulphatis, 
For one pill, ter die. 
233. RK. 


aa. gr. j. 
Useful in some cases. 
Creosoti, - ae. 
Pulveris aromatici, Div. 
Mucilaginis acacie, —_ qs. 
Fiat masse, in pilulas xx dividends. 

One to be taken three times a day. 

It is believed that this remedy tends to check 
the conversion of the food into sugar. 


The Neglect of the Insane, 

Considerable excitement has recently been created 
in Poland, which extended to other parts of Europe, 
by the discovery in a Convent at Cracow of an in- 
sane Nun, Barbara Ubryk, in a miserable and filthy 
condition, caused by the ignorant treatment of the 
Lady Superior. The accumulated dirt of the cell of 
the Nun and her animal-like life, was excused on 
the ground of ignorance of the modern modes of 
treating insanity. In this country, however, it never 
was imagined that a similar discovery could be made, 
yet at Southold, Long Island, there is a man who, 
for eigteen years, has been living in a worse condi- 
tion than Barbara Ubryk. This man, now thirty 
years of age, is the son of respectable parents, and 
exhibits his insanity principally by a refusal to wear 
clothing, On this account, at the age of twelve, he 
was sent to the poor-house, and has lived there ever 
since. At this place he is kept in a filthy enclosure 
resembling a pig-pen, with a little hut for his shelter 
in the corner. He will not wear clothing either in 
summer or winter, tearing off and eating every sem- 
blance of apparel that may be attempted to cover 
him with. His food consists of all kinds of refuse, 
which he greedily devours; and once a week he is 
led by rope round his waist to a neighboring creek, 
and there rubbed down with a broom. The parents 
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of this unfortunate man are too poor to send him to 
aprivate asylum, and he is therefore treated in the 
barbarous way mentioned. 

We have known instances even worse than this 
in the county houses of this State. No country can 
show more wretched human beings than the insane 
poor of some of the United States. No other sub- 
ject in practical philanthropy is more urgent upon 
us than the care of these helpless creatures. 


Library of the American Medical Association. 

We are glad to learn that the excellent Library 
Committee of the American Medical Association is 
meeting with success in collecting books toward the 
formation of a great Medical Library in connection 
with the American Medical Association, which now 
has an abiding place at the capital of the country, 
where its archives can be deposited. The committee, 
which consists of Dr. ROBERT REYBURN, Librarian, 
and Dr. JosEPH M. ToveER, have already collected 
about two hundred volumes. We suggest to our 
readers to make contributiors to this collection. 
Anything sent to rs for the purpose will be for- 
warded. 


The Reporter as an Advertising Medium. 

A correspondent, who has for several months past 
been adveriising in the REPORTER, and who adver- 
tizes extensively in the medical journals, writes: 
“An advertisement in your REPORTER is worth 
more to me than any dozen others.” In view of 
our very extended and rapidly growing circulation, 
it could not be otherwise. There is no medium 
through which the medical profession can be reached 
that is to be compared to the REPORTER. 


Insane Convicts. 

We find the following item in a New York paper: 

William Wilson, Henry Wonder, Felix Sanchez 
(who murdered his father-in-law several years ago in 
the upj sr par! of this city), Er vene Russell, James 
Murray and Henry Smith, all of whom served a 
greater or less time in the State Prison, at Sing Sing, 
were brought before Justice Dowling yesterday at 
the Tombs. They had all been pronounced con- 
firmed lunatics by the Surgeon of the Prison, and 
Prison, and some of them had remained in the State 
Lunatic Asylum until the expiration of their term 
of sentence. Smith, who had served 123 years, was 
pronounced by the Surgeon of the Tombs Prison to 
besane, and was therefore diecharged. The others 
were sent to the Lunatic Asylum on Blackwall’s 
Island. 

The State of New York has a magnificent Asylum 
for insane convicts at Auburn. Why were not 
these insane convicts sent to that institution? Each 
State should have asylums for insane convicts, where 
they should receive every care and attention with a 
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view to their recovery, entirely separated from penal 
institutions. 


“Chock Full of Lightning !” 

A correspondent on the wing in one of our west- 
ern States, gives the following as an illustration of 
the ignorance of some practitioners in the West. He 
says: I was invited home to dine one day by a regu- 
iar M. D., a graduate of a Cincinnati college, who 
is doing a large business, and is worth|perhaps $10.- 
000. In the course of our conversation he men: 
tioned the fact of his having lately been called to see 
a woman who had been struck by lightning, after 
stating his treatment in the case, he said that the re- 
sults had not been satisfactory, and that if called to 
see a similar case again, he would pursue a different 
course. I asked him what that would be. Said he, 
“T would wrap her in a wet sheet to draw the light- 
ning out of her!” “Why,” said he, “she chock full 
of lightning yit, you can see it run down her legs and 
arms every now and then, and she can feel it shoot- 
in’ through her body.” Now if I had wrapped her 
up in a wet sheet, the lightning would all have been 
drawn out, and she would been got well sooner.” 
In answer to all my explanations of the laws of elec- 
tricity, his reply was, that “he didn’t keer for equi- 
librinms or any thing else, he knew she was chock 
full of lightnin’ any how.” This case is true in every 
particular, and the man has a diploma from a regu- 
lar medical school, and one of the first in this coun- 
try. 


An Excellent Utensil. 

The value of good coffee and tea is appreciated by 
every one who las had the good fortune to taste 
them. Hitherto this fortune has been a rarity in 
this country, but now, we are happy to say, it is put 
within the reach of all by the admirable invention 
of M. LAsravux. This consists in a felt filter, into 
which the tea or ground coffee is placed, and the 
inspiring beverage made by a process of percolation. 
The idea is a most successful one, and nothing can 
be easier or more satisfactory. 

Another article of equal value is the enamel-lined, 
fire-proof bottomed, silver-plated, pots of Manning, 
Bowman & Co., Middletown, Conn. They are the 
most elegant, useful, and convenient utensils of the 
kind we have seen, and are furnished with Mr. 
Labiaux’s filters. We heartily recommend both 
these utensils to our housekueping readers, and as- 
sure them they will not be disappointed. 


More about Carbolic Acid. 

A correspondent of that excellent paper, The 
Country Gentleman, speaking of the disinfectant 
qualities of carbolic acid, combined with soap-mak- 
ing materials, and its usefulness in7privies, kitchen, 
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sinks, etc., and in the treatment of unhealthy 
wounds, sores, etc., says : 

I am prepared with this to fight any bad smell, as- 
sured of victory. The peculiar odor of the acid is not 
permanent, but soon passes off by evaporation leav- 
ing cleanliness behind. To most persons the odor 
itself is not objectionable. 

Tn addition to the above uses, I find that it is very 
efficacious in banishing insect pests. Fleas have for- 
saken their haunts in the hair of a pet dog, after 
washing him wlthcarbolicsoap. Hen-lice have been 
banished from my poultry house by the same means. 
Several cases of mange in animals of my acquaint- 
ance, have been cured by it; that disease, as is well 
known, being caused by an insect similar to the 
itch insect. Bed bugs and ants will not abide in 
the neighborhood. In short, from actual trial, I be- 
lieve the makers of this soap have justly earned the 
eternal hate of most of the creeping and biting things 
that afflict the human and other races, and that no 
bad odor can attach to their memory while embalmed 
in carbolic soap. 


The American Pharmaceutical Association. 


This body met in Chicago on the 17th of Septem- 
ber. A Committee appointed for the purpose sub- 
mitted a printed bill to the Association, for the con- 
sideration of the members, to be presented to the 
Legislatures of the several States for adoption. This 
bill, it will be seen from the following outline, con- 
tains some remarkable features. The preamble 
provides that, 

Whereas, The safety and welfare of the public are en- 
dangered by the sale of poisons by unqualified or ignorant 
persons; and whereas, in all civilized countries, it is found 
necessary to restrict this species of traffic, and to provide 
by law for the regulation of the delicate and responsible 
business of compounding and dispensing the powerful 
agents used in medicines ; and whereas, the adulteration 
and sophistication of drugs and dicines is a species of 
fraud, which should be prevented and suitably punished ; 
therefore, 

Be it enacted, First, that medicines and poisons be dis- 
pensed only by registered pharmacists; second, that no 
person can become a registered pharmacist unless a gra- 
duate in pharmacy, or a practising pharmacist or assist- 
ant. 

The third section is a definition of the term phar- 
macist; the fourth provides for the constitution of a 
Pharmaceutical Board, of which the Governor shall 
appoint seven members; the fifth describes the 
duties of the Board; the sixth provides for the ap- 
pointment of a regular Registrar of Pharmacists ; the 
seventh and eighth prescribe his duties ; the ninth 
prescribes the penalties of collusion ; the tenth gives 
the penalty of non-registration ; the eleventh places 
restrictions on the sale of poisons; the twelfth pro- 
poses a dispensary of prescriptions, and the thir- 
teenth prohibits the adulteration of medicines, and 
fixes a penalty. Appended thereto are the schedules 
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and forms for the most complete carrying out of the 
bill. 


The Case of Dr. Paul Schoeppe. 

The Medical Association of the District of Co- 
lumbia have adopted resolutions requesting Governor 
Geary to suspend the execution of the sentence of 
Dr. Paul Schoeppe, convicted at Carlisle, Pennsyl- 
vania, of the murder of Miss Stinnecke, on the 
ground that the chemical evidence was insufficien‘, 
and failed to prove satisfactorily the presence of 
hydrocyanic acid or any other poison in the stomach 
of the deceased. 


Pharmaceutical Preparations. 

Mr. FREDERICK BRown, of Fifth and Ch>stnut 
streets, this city, one of our most accomplished 
pharmaceutists has shown us a very fine preparation, 
Sirop @ Oranges Rouges de Malte, prepared by Dz- 
JARDIN of Paris, and which is a very agreeable 
syrup to use as a vehicle for the exhibition of bro- 
mide of potassium and other remedies. 

Mr. Brown also prepares the pure juice of the 
dandelion root, which will often be found useful by 
the physician, and is a» much better preparation 
than the extract. 
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Oil of Turpentine and Tapeworm. 
Eps. MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER: 

An article in your last issue on “ Turpentine in 
the Treatment of Tapeworm,” by Dr. KENNEDY, 
of Iowa, suggests the following communication: 

That article extolled, and no doubt justly, the use 
of ol. terebinth. as a powerful and efficacious reme- 
dial agent in the affection alluded to. Beyond dis- 
pute the Doctor was successful in the cases reported; 
but his experience in this large-dose treatment has 
been limited—he only gives three cases. 

With Dr. KENNEDY, I put little faith in pumpkin 
seeds, though at one time I fancied a specific for 
tapeworm had been ‘found in the oil of the seeds. 
The fancy was illusory; the success transient. 

A few years ago there was a tapeworm Doctor in 
this city, whether “ regular,” “ i »” or “defec- 
tive” I cannot say. He claimed marvellous results 
from pure pumpkin seeds ; but as far as I am in- 
formed, he never gave his results to the professional 
public. So I infer that he was not so successful as 
he thought. 

As regards turpentine, I confess I would be afraid 
of the enormous dose given by Dr. KENNEDY, com- 
bined with ol. ricini. It appears to me it would be 
safer, and more in accordance with a strict rationale, 
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to follow in a few hours, the turpentine with the 
castor oil. 

The ordinary dose of turpentine for tapeworm is 
ss. twice a day, to be continued for some time, and 
even in this dose, trouble has occurred. Dr. KEN- 
NEDY may not have experienced any trouble with 
the cases coming under his treatment. Neverthe- 
less, from such large doses of the terebinthinate, I 
would fear : 

I. Inflammation of the mucous surfaces. 

Il. Strangury, (unless free catharsi$was speed.) 

Ill. Hematuria, as has frequently occurred. 

However, of my own knowledge, I can say noth- 
ing against the use of the oil as a remedy in tenia, 
and, for my part, am thankful to Dr. KENNEpy for 
his experience. The suggestions I have thrown out 
are intended simply to raise the question: Is it gen- 
erally or always safe to administer such large doses 
of ol. terebinth. ? 

While on this subject, I would respectfully call the 
attention of the profession to a treatment for the 
tape-worm, which many consider almost infallible. 
This treatment is good for both kinds of tape-worm 
—the tenia lata, as well as the tenia solium. I 
would state that this treatment is not original with 
me, but was communicated to me by my friend, Dr. 
Julius Patzki, of the U.S. Army. I have never 
seen it fail im a cas?; and Dr. Patzki, who has 
had a large experience, repor‘s an universal success. 

First. At bed-time administer the following ca- 
tlactic powder : 

R. Puiv. potass. et Rhei, 

Hydr. chlor. mit., 

Chart. No. j. 

The next morning, after a decided catharsis, and 
on an empty stomach give 

R. Kooso pulv., Ziv. 

Aque, = 

Sig: Take in a quarter of an hour’s time, in three 
doses. 

The action is speedy, and we might reckon the 
danger as none—remembering that kooso even in 
large doses, has no further effect than in occasioning 
turning in the stomach and some subsequent and 
consequent vomiting. 

According to Prof. G. B. Wood, “ kooso appears 
to operate exclusively as a poisou to the worms.” 

As I have remarked, I have never seen a case fail, 
nor have I ever observed the slightest unpleasant ef- 
fect following the administration of the remedies as 
given above. Wa. Mason TURNER. 


aa. grs. xX. 
grs. jj. . M. 





Constitutional Effects of Bromide of Potassium. 


Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

Inotice, in your issue of Sept. 11th, 1869, some 
Pertinent questions by Dr. FOREMAN, relative to the 
use of bromide of potassium in epilepsy. Most of 
them are so unequivocally answered by Dr. REy- 
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968 9, that I quote the answers directly from hi 
note: 

“ The cure of epilepsy is effected by doses varying, 
for the adult, from five grains to forty grains, given. 
three times daily. 

“That it is not the mere administration of the 
drug, but its presence in certain quantities, that 
necessary for a cure. 

“ That the dose which shall prove curative is not 
determined by either one of the following conditions : 
sex, age, duration of disease, frequency of attacks, 
severity of attack, or form of attack. 

“That bromide of potassium does no harm, even 
when given in the largest doses I have mentioned, 
for it may be taken for many months, and even for 
years, without producing derangement of any sort, 
or in any direction. 

“ That the rash, or acne on the skin, which is oc- 
casionally seen, is not determined by the quantity 
of bromide that is taken. I have seen it after a few 
doses, of five grains each, have been administered; . 
and it has been absent, in many cases, where. thirty 
grains have been taken, three times daily, for periads . 
of six, or even twelve months.” 

So far for REYNOLDs, and, apart from the indi- 
vidual peculiarities of patients, the above propositions 
have received a fair show of professional approval. 

The late lamented Dr. C. B. BRAMAN reports, in 
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, the case 
“of a soldier, afflicted with chronic alcoholism, in 
whose case, on two separate occasion, I have no- 
ticed undoubted symptoms ofsevere gastric irritation 
from the administration of only forty grains of the 
bromide during the twenty-four hours.” It was 
even given in divided doses. 

I have now under observation a child not three 
years of age, a confirmed epileptic, afflicted until of 
late, as its mother avers, with a spasm almost every 
hour of the day. Under the use of the bromide 
the spasms have ceased to recur oftener than about 
once a week. To this child the full adult dose of 
Dr. BROWN-SEQUARD’S formula has been given for 
at least three months with the result of gradually 
diminishing the frequency of the attacks and with- 
out a single untoward symptom. 

The formula, it is hardly necessary to add, is— 


R. Potass. Bromid., vi. 
Ammon. “ aH 
Potass. Bicarbo., T.XV. 
Tr. Calombe, jss. 
Aque, fziij. M. 

Teaspoonful before each meal. 





Parturient Effects of Sulphate of Morphine. 

EDITORS OF MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 
I notice in the REPORTER, for Aug. 7th, an arti- 
cle from the pen of Professor H. L. Byrp, of Balti- 
more, in reference to the parturient effects of mor- 
phine, and, from the impression which the reading 





NOLDS, in his “System of Medicine,” Vol. 2, ppl 


of that article made upon my mind, I am induced to 
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ask a small space in your journal that I may record 
a case confirming the position taken by Professor 
ByrpD, in regard to the effects of that drug in partu- 
rition. 


In December, 1865, was called to see, at 1 o’clock, 
P. M., Mrs. F., who was in labor with her second 
child; aged about twenty-five years, ofa strong healthy 
constitution. She had been in labor with irregular 
pains since early in the morning. On my arrival 
I made an examination per vaginam—found the os 
dilated only sufficient to admit the end of the finger. 
Ijleft my patient, telling the attendants to call me as 
soon as there was evidence that labor had fully set 
in. Accordingly at seven or eight o’clock in the 
evening, I was again summoned to see my patient 
and found, upon making a second vaginal examina- 
tion, that labor had fully set in—the head presenting, 
and the os dilated to about the size of a twenty-five 
cent silver piece. 


The friends of the patient were not willlng for me 
to leave her and return to my office, although but a 
short distance away, so about nine o’clock made 
another vaginal examination, but finding no percep- 
tible advancement in the labor I concluded to retire 
— instructing the attendants to call me if needed. I 
soon fell into a sound sleep but awoke about two or 
three o’clock in the morning—got up and went into 
the room where my patient was, to see how she was 
getting along. Upon making another vaginal exam- 
ination I found the os dilated to about the’ size of a 
fifty cent silver piece, otherwise there was no ad- 
vancement in the labor, although the pains had been 
of good character up to about two hours previous to 
that time, when her sister, who was present, inform- 
ed me that the pains grew less in frequency and of 
less force. 

She seemed to be tired and exhausted, having 
been in labor nearly twenty-four hours, and as I 
looked upon the labor as going to be a tedious one, 
I made two powders, containing what I supposed 
was about one-fourth or one-third of a grain of Sul- 
phate of Morphine each—with directions to give one 
immediately, and if needed to produce rest give the 
other in one hour—keep the room dark and quiet, 
that she might, if possible, get some rest and sleep, 
by which the exhausted powers of nature, to an ex- 
tent, would be restored and her labor brought to a 
speedy conclusion. 


With tLe above directions I went again to my 
room and laid down. I had not been there more 
than a half or three-quarters of an hour when one of 
the attendants excitedly rushed into my room and 
said they needed me immediately. In a moment I 
was at the bedside of my patient, and, introducing 
my hand under the cover along up the thighs to the 
rubra, I found the head of the child already in the 
world. Ina moment longer it was born; the pla- 
centa came readily away, the uterus contracted 
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down well and in a few days my patient was enjoy. 
ing her usual good health. 

Such is the history of a case sbout which I have 
thought a great deal, and have been puzzled to know, 
or explain, how delivery could take place so sud- 
denly, when there was no further advancement in 
labor, and when, to me, every symptom present indi- 
cated a long and tedious labor. 

I have often thought that, being young in obstetric 
practice, I had not been able to discern the symp- 
toms present sufficiently minute to correctly forma 
prognosis of the case. 

But since reading Professor Byrd’s article, above 
referred to, I am inclined to believe that the effects 
of the morphine administered on that occasion, 
caused the speedy termination of the labor. I am 
aware that the effects of a medicine in one case does 
not settle a therapeutic fact, but Professor Byrd says 
he has had dozens of cases in which he has tested 
the effects of morphine as a parturient; and will 
those who are disposed to be incredulous carefully 
read Prof. Byrd’s article, and then explain the case 
which I have above faithfully given. I think, my- 
self, the profession (I mean ours) should be careful 
in accepting therapeutic “ facts ;” but, when certain 
results or effects follow the administration of a 
medicine, would it not be better to give it a fair 
trial, and reject or accept it, as experience and ob- 
servation dictate ? 

While writing to you, I may say that the health 
of our city is remarkably good. I hear old practi- 
tioners here say that in twenty years they have not 
seen so little general sickness. 

After a vacation of two and a half months, the 
Academy of Medicine meets next Monday evening, 
Sept. 6th, and will meet weekly until about the 
middle of next June—1870. 

The announcements of the various medical col- 
leges here, have been out for some time, and good 
classes are anticipated. Students attending here in 
the future will have the advantages of a more tho- 
rough clinical course of instruction, owing to the 
completion of our new city hospital. Clinical medi- 
cine will be one of the chief features in the instruc- 
tion of students in Cincinnati in the future. 

J. W. Haptocg, M. D. 

Cincinnati, Sept. 3d, 1869. 


A Case of Opium Poisoning Relieved by the 
Hypodermic Application of Belladonna. 


Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER : 

It is a remarkable fact in the experience of physi- 
cians, that opium poisoning is comparatively a rare 
accident, when it is taken into consideration how it- 
discriminately and carelessly it is used by all classes 
of people. The most ignorant nurse often adminis- 
ters the various preparations of opium, with as much 
self-confidence as though she or he was as conversallt 
with the effects of the drug as Pereira or Wood. And 
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yet, We are warned by such authority as “Taylor on 
Poisons,” that “it is important for Physicians to re- 






















































































































































‘i member that infants and young persons are liable to 
/ be killed by very small doses of opium; they appear 
in to be peculiarly susceptible to the effects of this poi 
.di- son.” Many cases are recorded establishing the truth 
of this assertion; for instance: a child, four and a 
trie half years old, died in seven hours, after taking four 
np- grains of Dover’s Powder; and another child, nine 
ma months old, died in a few hours from the poisonous 
effects of four drops of laudanum. I have seen in my 
ove own experience, a child, one year old, killed in a few 
ects hours, by six drops of laudanum, given by a person 
0n, totally ignorant of the poisonous effects of the medi- 
am cine. 
does In regard to the time required for the fatal absorp- 
says tion of opium, we are informed by two standard au 
asted thors, “ Christison and Taylor,” that it may occur 
will within fifteen minutes, or it may take several hours. 
fully In children, fatal symptoms often commence in a 
case fi few minutes. 
, my- Case.—July llth, 1869, 8 o’clock, a. m.—I was 
weful J requested by Dr. M. G. Moore to visit a colored 
artain child, aged eighteen months, which had taken, 
of a § through mistake, twenty-five drops of the officinal 
a fair @ tinct. of opium. The following was a brief history 
d ob- & of the case 
At 6 o’clock, a. m., the mother intended to ad 
health # ninister to the child twenty-five drops of paregoric, 
practi- @ for simple diarrhoea; but a half heur afterwards dis- 
ve not Hi covered that she had given laudanum. About 7 
(dock she gave it some ceffee, and then becoming 
bs, the J darmed at the disposition to stupor, carried it to Dr. 
vening, Hi Moore, who lived near. It vomited about the time 
yut the Mit reached the doctor’s, either from the effects of the 
ludanum or the coffee, as it had taken no emetic. 
cal col- Hi The doctor says that the ymptoms of fatal_narcot- 
d_ good iim, were so manifest when he first saw the child, 
here in tat he considered it “hopeless” under the ordinary 
ore tho Hi treatment. 
to the He, therefore, immediately determined to invite 
al medi- Hi ne to try the hypodermic use of belladonna. 
instruc HF At 8 o'clock, two hours after the opium had been 
ken, we found the child in the following condi- 
M.D on: muscular system entirely relaxed, extremities 
wld, sweating freely, breathing stertorous and very 
‘ov, pupils very much central and insensible to 
by the ight, pulse feeble, small and slow. Strong sinapisms 
nna: lo the spine and abdomen, and the effort to force it 
‘oswallow a little brandy and water would partially 
of physi #7 it, but it would immediately pass into the 
ely a rare ‘omatose state again. 
n howia- § The child was quite feeble from an attack of 
all classes twthea, which increased the uncertainty of its 
adminis J" °very. Dr. Moore had prepared a solution of 
h as much le alcoholic extract of belladonna (having no atro- 
onversaat #4) of 2 grains of the extract to 1 drachm of pure 
ver, Linjected into the arm, just below the deltoid 






husde, 2 of this solution containing 4 grain of the 
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extract. There being no perceivable effect from the 
velladonna, in fifteen minutes, I repeated the same 
dose. Fifteen minutes more passed, and there was 
still no change for the better—the coma seemed 
gradually becoming more profound. I now in- 
jected twice the quantity of the solution, containing 
4 grain of the belladonna. In five minutes there 
was very evident change in the condition of the 
little patient ; the pupils began to dilate and become 
more sensible to light, pulse more regular and dis- 
tinct, skin warmer, breathing more normal, and it 
could be much more easily aroused. By 10 o’clock, 
four hours after taking the opium, the serious symp- 
toms were so much relieved that we left it, with 
directions to give it small doses of brandy every 
hour, and keep it awake whenever it seemed to 
sleep too soundly. Dr. Moore saw it again at 12 
o’clock M., and found it doing so well that the only 
further treatment necessary was a small dose of 
castor oil during the evening. 

The doctor saw it again the following morning, 
and learned from the mother that there had been no 
bad effects either from the laudanum or belladonna, 
since the narcotism from the former passed off. 

This case seems to us to present a fair test of the 
virtues of belladonna, in opium poisoning. The 
patient certainly received no treatment which, with- 
out the belladonna, would probably have relieved 
the grave symptoms existing in the case. 

Wetumpka, Ala. E. Mason, M. D. 


, 





Morphia in Obstetrics. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REP.: 

I have read with much interest the articles lately 
published in your invaluable journal on the “ par- 
turient effects of the Sulphate of Morphia.” An 
experience of twenty-five years in the practice of 
obstetrics has convinced me that however plausible 
the cases adduced may seem, there is in my opinion 
no direct parturient effect on the gravid uterus pro- 
duced by the action of morphia. It is true, that by 
its administration a decided indirect effect is pro- 
duced, whereby the action of an apparently inert 
uterus is arousec, pseudo pains allayed, and nature 
allowed to assert her prerogative. Ican recall to 
mind many cases, in fact they are of common occur- 
rence, where irregular pains which for hours have 
oppressed the poor, tired patient, are at once 
promptly relieved by the foot bath and a dose of 
morphine. I have also seen the same irregular 
pains relieved by a prompt bleeding, without attri- 
buting to either any specific parturient action. I 
have also seen cases where regular pains have con- 
tinued after morphine had been given without any 
particular increase of uterine action, when a dose 
of ergot, properly administered at the proper time, 
would bring labor to a sudden close. One case in 
point I will relate, which took place since reading 
Dr. ByRp’s article on the use of morphia as a par- 
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turient: Mrs. G. primapara, had been married seven 
years; was requested to hurry, as labor pains were 
severe; found her suffering from excruciating but 
regular pains, located in the epigastrium and left 
hip. I at once ordered the foot-bath, and gave her 
her 4 gr. morphia, with the immediate effect of 
quieting all her pains, and producing rest for all 
parties during the residue of the evening. 

Two weeks after I was called again, found pains 
more frequent and regular, referred to the back and 
abdomen. Vaginal examination showed that the 
os was slowly but surely dilating, and regular labor 
was taking place; ordered foot bath, as is my cus- 
tom in most cases. Pains continued with but 
slightly increased force ; administered a dose of mor- 
phine, for the purpose of expediting matters if possi- 
ble, but with no other effect than of restoring almost 
entire cessation of pain for half an hour. Pains 
again return; os well dilated, in two hours gave 
another dose of morphia. Severe pains alleviated as 
before only to return, with but slightly increased ac- 
tion; head continued to advance but slowly for some 
three hours longer, when they partially ceased, or a 
least ceased to be effective, although the head had 
nearly passed a well dilated os. 

Two doses of ergot now administered at proper in- 
tervals roused up uterine action, and the child was 
soon born, sound and healthy. In this case morphia 
with such other adjuvants as lady assistants are ac- 
customed to use, had but little if any direct parturi- 
ent effect, and this is but one of many similar cases 
that might be adduced. I am aware that morphia 
occasionally assists indirectly so powerfully that its 
effects would be almost, in some cases, deemed spe- 
cific; and yet, when we consider its action as an 
anodyne on the general system, we should be con- 
tent to give it its proper place as a parturient in al- 
laying pseudo-pains, the only reliable specific power 
it has in my opinior. 

TuHos. SHANNON, M. D. 
Campbell, N, Y., Sept. 11, 1869. 


Turpentine in Tape-worm. 
EDITORS OF MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

I wish to add my testimony to the efficacy of olei 
terebinth. for the expulsion of ternia solium. I have 
given it intwenty-one,cases during a practice of forty 
years in doses of from one to three ounces, combined 
with castor oil or milk, when the stomach was 
empty, and it has every case destroyed and expelled 
the entire worm. + 

In one case, a girl 14 years old, the worm meas- 
ured thirty feet in length ; in another, arobust man, 
35 years old, twenty-two feet. I agree with Dr. 
KENNEDY, in your issue of the 18th instant, and be- 
lieve the ol. tereb. a specific, and as far as my ex- 
perience goes, the only specific for tapeworm. 

A. J. CHADSEY, M. D. 

New York City. 
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News AND MISCELLANY. 


The New German Hospital, New York. 

We are indebted to the New York Tribune for the 
following description of this new structure : 

One of the pavilions of the new German Hospital 
in Seventy-seventh street, which has been in pro- 
cess of erection for the last three years, was formally 
opened for the reception of patients recently. The 
pavilion is one of the four intended to be erected 
on the block bounded by Seventy-sixth and Seventy- 
seventh streets, and Lexington and Fourth avenues, 
and is situated'on the southeast corner_-of Seventy- 
seventh street and Fourth avenue. The building is 
167 feet in length, 52 feet in width at the ends and 
32 feet in the centre. The height is 66 feet, divided 
into cellar, basement, and three stories, the ceilings 
of the latter being each sixteen feet in height. The 
ends of the pavilion are turrets, 52 by 30 feet in 
width, and contain!ng the wards for patients. In 
the east turret are the physicians’ and purses’ rooms 
(each of the latter overlooking a ward,) con- 
valescent and dining-halls, pantries,  scullery, 
linen-room, dumb-waiter, operating room, and a 
fire-proof stairway running from the basement to 
the attic. In the west turret, on each floor, are the 
water-closets, steam, vapor, and other baths, all 
separated from the wards by a spacious lobby. The 
water-closets and drains are all connected with the 
large chimney of the boiler, thus securing a constant 
draft, which carries off the foul air. The large 
wards, three in number, are situated between the 
turrets, one on each floor, and are 27 feet in width, 
by 100 1m length. Each ward contains 32 beds, has 
all the necessaries of a hospital, and gives 1,431 
cubic feet of space to each patient. There is also 
asmall ward in the basement, which, with the others, 
gives a total capacity for about 90 patients. The 
gas-lights in the wards have been placed within 
flues at the head of each bed, the opening from the 
flues being covered with ground glass, thus giving a 
subdued and pleasant light, not annoying to the pa- 
tients. A slight opening is left from the roof into 
the flue, through which the bad air escapes to the 
roof. Numerous dust flues have been constructed, 
and the sweepings are conducted from every floor in- 
to a receptacle in the cellar. In addition to the 
mode of ventilation already mentioned, there area 
fan or air-pump, and ample natural ventilation—the 
doors in the wards all having fan-lights over them, 
and the windows being opposite each other and 
reaching nearly to the ceiling. The building is 
heated by steam throughout, and all the registers 
are so arranged with valves that the admission of 
heated or cold air can be regulated from the rooms, 
by the aid of wires extending to the air chambers, 
opening or shutting a valve for cold air or hot air, 
thus readily changing the temperature. The sash 
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windows are double-glazed, with the space of an 
inch between the glass, thus preventing condensation 
and dampness and the formation of ice upon the 
windows. In the basement are two boilers for heat- 
ing the building, for the laundry, and for pumping 
water into five large iron tanks in the attic. There 
are also in the basement the usual store rooms, 
kitchens, coal-bunkers, etc. The materials of the 
building are brick and stone, and the exterior pre- 
sents a very fine appearance. The architect was 
Mr. Carl Pfeiffer, and the cost was $190,000. The 
opening ceremonies were very brief, and consisted 
merely of a few remarks from ex-Mayor Gunther 
and Dr. Krackowizer. The management of the 
Kospital is vested in a medical board consisting of 
Dr. E. Krackowizer, Dr. Lolman and Dr. E. Cin- 
swer. The resident and visiting physicians number 
over twenty. The corps of nurses and other at- 
tendants has already been appoir-ted, and patients 
of every nationality will be received now at any 
time. 


Chloral—A New Anesthetic. 

MONSIEUR LIEBREICH has presented a memoir to 
the Academie des Sciences, which contains some in- 
teresting details, concerning a new anzsthetic he has 
just discovered. An important difference hetween 
this new chemical compound, which he calls “ chlo- 
ral,” and all other substances used for the purpose 
of prcducing insensibility, is, that it is administered 
by absorption instead of inhalation, and this enables 
the dose applied to be measured with greater accu- 
racy. On passing into the system it becomes de- 
composed into formiate of potassium and chloroform, 
and produces more perfect insensibility than either 
ordinary chloroform or ether. Its use is said to be 
unattended by any danger. In a very painful and 
difficult operation lately performed on a woman M. 
Liebreich applied chloral with perfect success, the 
Patient being kept under its influence for over two 
bours. 


The Blind Preacher. 

The Rev. William H. Milburn, the well-known 
lind preacher, has just returned from a long absence 
in Europe, whither he went seeking aid from Graeffe, 
the noted oculist of Berlin. The operation he went 
through was successful to a certain extent, but has 
hot as yet at all improved the vision, Mr. Milburn still 
having only a vague impression of light, without 
being able to see even the outlines of objects. He 
returns, however, in excellent health, proposing a 
Winter’s campaign among the Lyceums with “ What 
4 blind man saw in Paris,” and “ What a blind man’s 
experience was in searching for light,” and hoping 
in the spring to go back for another, and, as he trusts, 
successful operation. His address for some little 
time will be at Jacksonville, Illinois. 


News and Miscellany. 





287 


Insanity Items. 

-——In Broeklyn, Sept. 22, Mrs. Halpine, in a fit 
of insanity, took the life of her son, eight years old. 
She fastened the dour of the room, and deliberately 
attacked him with a hatchet and crushed in his skull. 

——In West Concord,*New Hampshire, on the 
21st, a church nearly ready for re-occupancy, after 
undergoing repairs, was burned. Loss $10,000. An 
insane man is in custody suspected of having set fire 
to the church. vi 

—aAn ex-policeman of Jersey city, Daniel Mc- 
Namara, cut his wife's throat on Tuesday night, 
while laboring under a ‘it of temporary insanity. 
They resided in Jersey city. The wife will die. 


— A physician of Portage county, Ohio, relates 
a case within his knowledge where a boy, now some 
fifteen years old, has used tobacco since the age of 
five months. When five months old, being a nervous 
and fretful child, a plug of tobacco was placed in his 
mouth and produced a soothing effect. The remedy 
was often used during infancy, and through the 
teething period, and before the child could talk 
plainly it was a confirmed tobacco chewer. 

—— Dr. Ezra Carr, of New Hampshire, formerly 
professor in Castleton Medical College, has been 
appointed professor of Agriculture, Agricultural 
Chemistry, and Horticulture in the University o 
California, San Francisco. 

— A Chicago physician, much devoted to real 
estate speculations, and rather absent-minded, re- 
plied to the question of a lady how his prescription 
was to be taken: “ One-quarter down; balance in 
one, two and three years.” 

— A headless body,yfound near some water in 
Arkansas, was deemed a proper subject of inquest. 
The jury returned a verdict of “accidental drown- 
ing.” 

—— THE titular membership in the Section of 
Pathological Surgery in the Paris Academy of Medi- 
cine, vacant by the death of the celebrated surgeon, 
M. Velpeau, has been conferred, by a majority of 
votes of the Academy, on M. Verneuil. 

—Dr. Evan C. Shortlidge, of Chester county 
Pa., has been appointed physician to accompany the 
Friends’ commission to the Indians of the Omaha 
Reservation. We understand that he is to receive a 
handsome salary and have his expenses borne. 

—tThe Cattle Plague is making dreadful 
ravages in Austria. The herds in Gallicia are 
decimated by the disease, which has been in- 
troduced by animals imported from Russia. 
The plague has been unfortunately extending 
its limits far and wide, and has reached Hun- 
gary, where the rearing and fattening of stock 
is carried on on a great scale. 
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Mione of beoletioe at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.} 
MARRIED. 


BERTOLETT—HARDMAN.—September 9th, at the resi- 
dence of the bride’s father, at New Philadelphia, Ohio, J. 
B. Bertolett, M. D., of Leetonia, Ohio, and Miss Maggie 
Hardman. + 

BrownBACK—BAIRD.—IM this city, on the 15th uit., by 
the Rev. M. Ballou, at the residence of the bride’s parents, 
O. W. Brownback, M. D., of Pendleton, Indiana, and 
Miss Kate K. Baird, daughter of Alexander Baird, Esq., 
of Philadelphia. 

CLiineman—MorGan.—On June 23d, at the residence 
of the Bride’s parents, No. 168 Ontario street, by the Rev. 
Father Quigley, Louis P. Clingman and Mary E., only 
daughter of Dr. A. G. Morgan, ail of Chicago, Illinois. 

GoppaRD—JORDAN.—On Au 26th, by the Rev. A. 
D. Mitchell, Dr. Charles E. Goddard, Surgeon U.S. A., 
and Mrs. Emily A. Walborn, daughter of Edward C. Jor- 
dan, Esq., of Walnut Hill, Dauphin county, Pa. 

O’BRIEN—ComsSTOCK.—September 11, at Drummond- 
ville, N Falls, Canada, by the Rev. J. A. F. Mc- 
Bain, Dr. 1. J. O’Brien and Miss Mary J., daughter of the 
late Nathan Comstock, Esq., all of New York. 

Suretps—Harvey.—September 24d, at the residence of 
Henry B. Harvey, in Troy, N. Y., by the Rev. J. N. Mul- 
ford. J. Milton Shields, M. D., of Covode, Pa., and Miss 
Emily A. Harvey, of Troy. 

Simpson—MITOHELL.—In Bedford, Indiana, September 
14th, by Elder J. Z. Taylor, Dr. J. D. Simpson, late of 
Owen county, Kentucky, and Miss Mattie, daughter of 
J. A. Mitchell. 


DIED. 


CHAMBERS.—In this city,on the 24th ult., Harry Clif- 
ford, infant son of Dr. William C. and Mary S. Chambers. 


Orton.—At Caldwell, Essex county, New Jersey, Sep- 
tember 17, Dr. James Orton, in the 83d year of his age. 





OBITUARIES. 


BOLOMON D. TOWNSEND, M. D. 

Dr. Solomon D. Townsend, who diedin Boston, Mass., 
on the 19th ult., after a brief illness of only a few hours’ 
duration, was ason of the late Dr. David Townsend, and 
was born in Boston on the ist of March, 1793. His father 
was a well-known physician ofthat city, anc after serving 
inthe Army of the Revolution was, during the greater part 
of his protessional life, Surgeon of the Naval Hospital in 
Chelsea, and held other offices of trust and distinction. 
Dr. Townsend was graduated at Harvard College in 1811, 
a classmate ef Hon. Edward Everett, Rev. Dr. Frothing- 
ham, Chancellor Dunkin, of South Carolina, and other 
well-known Alumni. Having completed the studies of 
medicine, he entered the service of the United Statesas a 
naval surgeon, and in that capacity spent three years of 
his early life. While serving in the Mediterranean, his 
friendship began with Admiral—then midshipman—Far- 
ragut, an intimacy the remembrance of which he always 
fondly cherished. He was for many years one of the sur- 
geons of the Massachusetts General Hospital, where his 
beautifully-finished marble bust now stands as a memo- 
rial of his kind and skillful services to the poor who came 
undér his care. The Massachusetts Charitable Eye and 
Eer Infirmary will miss his constant and faithful pres- 
ence, as President of its Board of Directors, and remem- 
ber gratefully the deep interest he always took in all its 
concerns. His professional skill, his uniform courtesy 
and kindness of heart, and the unbending integrity of his 
character, won for him in every station of life respect and 

steem. He was, in the truest sense of the word, a Christian 
man, unselfish, living for others, unambitious of fame, 
simple-hearted, generous, child-like and true. He lived 
without an enemy, and di:d peacefully as he had lived, 
manifesting the same calm serenity in the last hour that 
had warked all the hours of his good life. 


Miscellaneous. 
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OTHNIEL H. TAYLOR, M. D. 

On Wednesday, September 7, Dr. Othniel M. Taylor for 
many years a very promising physician and a highly eg- 
teemed citizen of Camden, New Jersey, was buried, in 
the presence of a very large concourse of people. The 
Doctor had lived to the good old age of sixty-six, and had 
always been an active and useful man. His skill as a phy- 
sician was universally conceded, and hence he became 
remarkably popular. He had been in declining health for 
more than two years, and his death casts a melancholy 
gloom over a large number of acquaintances and rela- 
tives. The deceased pursued his medical studies in Phil- 
adelphia under the private instructions of that celebrated 
surgeon, the late Thomas T. Hewson, M. D., and gradu- 
ated at the university of Pennsylvania in 1825. During 
the prevalence of the cholera in 1832, he distinguished 
himself by volunteering his professional services in one 
of the several cholera hospitals established by the munici- 
pality, which was under the immediate supervision 
of the late Joseph Parrish, M. D. In company with others 
he received the delicate testimonial of gratitude voted by 
the city councils to those professional men who so nobly 
risked their lives, under that reign of terror, in the per 
formance of extremely dangerous duties, in the very face 
of that appaling pestilence. 


PETER MARK ROGET, F. B.C. P. 

P. M. Roget, the distinguished physician whose death is 
just announced in London, was a Fellow of the Royal 
Society and of the Royal College of Physicians. His 
father was the minister of a Swiss church in London, and 
married the sister of Sir Samuel Romilly. Dr. Rogetis 
best known by his valuable ‘‘ Thesaurus of English 
Words and Phrases,” and his contribution to the Bridge- 
water Treatises on ‘Animal and Vegetable Physiology.” 
He wrote various mathematical papers and contributed 
largely to the medical and philosophical reviews. For 
some time he held a Professorship of Physiology at the 
Royal College. He was ninety years of age. 





QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


OBSTINATE CONSTIPATION.—Messrs. Editors.—In an- 
swer to the inquiry of H. M. Bxer, M. D., in the case of 
** Obstinate Constipation” in your issue of the 18th instant 
“can you advise any means by which the colon may be 
excited to action, other, than what been em- 
ployed?” let me recommend electro-galvanism. Pass 
the current from the spine over or above the origin of the 
nerves of the colon through that part of the bowels, and 
if necessary, through the whole of the alimentary canal, 
until the nerves which produce the contractile or perit 
talic motion of the bowels are excited to action as they 
are undoubtedly paralyzed. I have seen electricity 
duced by the first electric machine in the country, 

atient sat on the insulated stool, overcome ve 
veness which had resisted all other remedies tried, and 
for the last twenty-five years I have used the electro gal- 
vanic battery with almost entire success, in such cases. I 
confidently recommend it after a long experience. 
A.J. Chadery, M. D. 

Dr. W. P., of Ind.—“* Has a physician who held a post 
in the army, with the rank of colonel, lieutenant colonel, 
etc., a right to sign his name with and claim the title in 
civil life ? ”’ 

Ans.—He certainly has; quite as much so as any other 
honorably discharged officer. Butin practice it is usually 
dropped, chiefly, we suppose, because it is better in 4 
business point of view for a physician to be known # 
“ Doctor,” rather than “ colonel ” or “ captain,” and be 
cause it is (or ought to be) a more honorable title than 


the military one. 


Dr. 8. G. S., West Va.—The pricé of last edition of Tilt 
on Uterine Therapeutics, (1869,) is 83 50. 





